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Cannabis legalization



Terminology is important

Two countries (Canada and Uruguay) and 

21 jurisdictions in the US have legalized the 

full supply chain of cannabis 



Caveats in assessing the impact: legalization came when the 
cannabis market was expanding 



Legalization has accelerated increase in frequency (and 
therefore harm) more than in number of users



Legalization has accelerated increase among adults, not 

much among adolescents 



Risk perception down in the US and up in Canada 

The role of the emerging private sector!



Impact on health harm: mixed evidence on substitution with 
alcohol  



Market changes

Increased THC content (similar 
trend than in Europe), but in the 
US with proliferation of high THC-
content products (70%)

Illegal market: decreasing in 
Canada while still high (3/4) in 
California and ½ in Uruguay

No high THC-content products 
in Uruguay 



Trend in criminal justice 

Clear decline in arrests

But for minors the change is not 
significant 



Trend in harm to society  

•No clear association between legalization and 

driving under the influence 

•School disciplines: cannabis related infractions still 

related to school expulsions

•Trend in violent and property crime not related to 

legalization (small scale research point to some 

violence around dispensaries)   



Carbon footprint of cannabis



Carbon footprint of cannabis


